
SYRIANS IN TURKEY

While Syrians represent 3% 

of the total Istanbul 

population, this ratio may 

reach up to 30% in southern 

cities of Turkey. Hatay, a 

Turkish-Syrian border city, 

has 30% of Syrian population 

as a proportion of the total 

city population. 

A little over 1,5 million Syrians 

under Temporary Protection Status 

(TPS) are females, whereas the 

male population stands at over 

1,8 million.

Syrians under TPS are within the 

working age (19-64). Whereas 

of them were given work permit in 

2017. Bureaucratic obstacles drive 

Syrians into the informal 

economy, possibly resulting in work

accidents, sub-minimum wages and 

violation of social rights.
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The Economists’ Association is a public policy institution in Turkey and active since

2000. EkP has been conducting research and supporting Syrians and public policy-

making process in Turkey. For further information, please click

www.ekonomistler.org.tr/english 
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